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Abstract
Modern scholarship on John Knox has tended to ignore his development of the covenant concept and his
place in the covenant tradition. This is especially surprising because of the significance of the covenant
idea for the seventeenth -century Scottish history. The covenant, m oreover, became a basic them e of
En glish and Am erican Pu ritan thought in the century following Knox’s death. During the early years of
the form ulation of the covenant concept in English Puritanism , K nox w as a revered figure. F ollow ing his
various preaching activities in Edwardian England and h is association w ith English exiles on the
Continent during Mary ’s reign, he continued to maintain his interest in an d contact w ith En glish
Protestants, even w hile playing a m ajor role in the establishm ent of the Reformed faith in Scotland. In
1568-9, for exam ple, he w as called upon to give advice respecting the question of separation from the
Church of England. It is, thus, quite possible that his view s on the covenant influenced English Puritan
thought, as w ell as the thought of the Scottish Protestants. A study of Knox’s views on the covenant is
also im portant becau se of the place of the covenant in the developm ent of his position on the
legitim acy of active rebellion against tyrannical, idolatrous sovereigns. Finally, an exam ination of
Knox ’s covenan t thought is significant because it reveals that he was not as indepen dent as John Calvin
as has been com monly supposed. The covenant (or its synonym s band and league) was not treated
systematically by Knox in his w ritings, but its development and application to technology an d politics
can be traced.
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