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Abstract

The origins of the Scottish National Covenant (1638) in the traditional practice of banding have been
explored in the past, as have the links between, the Covenant and a millenarian perception of the Scots
as an elect or covenanted nation. By locating the Covenant in the context of the sort of debate that
went on about the legitimacy of the Five Articles of Perth after 1618, and in particular by considering
the use in that debate of arguments relying an the Negative Confession of 1581, this paper suggests
that the Covenant may have had less to do with asserting the particular heritage and destiny of the
Scottish people than with re-tying the bonds of the universal law of God.

All content copyright © 2006 De Freitas & Raath. All rights reserved. No duplication is permitted in any form without
obtaining prior written consent from the authors. Please visit http://www.christianlaw.co.za for additional abstracts and
articles related to biblical political and constitutional theory.



