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Abstract
In the course of his lifetim e, Sam uel Rutherford, like m any Puritan divines, was a prolific w riter. The
Volum e entitled Lex Rex or The Law an d the Prince is one of the m ore substantial volumes, and
certainly one of the most com prehensive expressions of Calvinistic political theory. It is also one of the
keystones in the developm ent of m odern political theory. Understandably, it has been stu diously
avoided

by

secular

political

philosophers,

for

it

is

unabashedly

Christian

and

Calvinistic.

Less

understandably, however, it has also been avoided or overlooked by many of the neo-Pu ritan movem ent
of our ow n day. The intention of this article is to represent Rutherford’s Lex Rex to those interested in
Calvinistic reform ation, in the hope that w e can profit from the wisdom of our forefathers in the area of
political theology. We are all captives, to a greater or lesser extent, of the age in which w e live. This is
just as true of Rutherford as it is of u s. B ut Rutherford’s age w as a Christian age; ours is not. H e wrote
in an age wh en Calvinistic political theory was reaching its zenith; from the time of Rutherford onwards,
a secularizing trend set in which effectively em asculated the political theology of Reform ation. We now
live in an age w here hum anistic political consensus of our day has com e to full flow er and has
im prisoned the m inds of even God’s children. Most Calvinists in our day tend to be conservative in their
political an d econom ic outlook. But they have no theology to underpin their conservatism . They have
either a world and life view w hich is nebulously connected to th e Scriptures, or one wh ich is encrusted
in m eaningless slogans. The result is that the doctrines of either the Left or the Hum anistic Right
(depending on one ’s personal proclivities) are poured into Calvinistic political theology. Fortunately
there seems to be a growing nu mber of Calvin ists, at least in the United States, w ho would prefer, if
they h ave to deal w ith hum anism, to have it “straight” rather than served up in pseudo-Christian garb.
Then there are those Calvinists w ho spu rn political and economic theology, preferring to hold that the
Scriptures do not speak clearly or au thoritatively in these areas, and that one should look to “comm on
grace” in developing th ese fields. Such men argue that it is the better part of w isdom to keep quiet in
such m atters, at least in public. B oth popular “Calvinistic” alternatives – the “comm on grace ” approach
and the “gut reaction ” approach – have resulted in a thorough Babylonian captivity of the church
organic in the absolutely vital areas of politics and econom ics. Fortunately our puritan forefathers were
more jealous for the honor of god, and they w ere determined to be more faithful to the Scriptures. This
article, then, attempts to present puritan political theory through the mouthpiece of one of its leading
exponents – Sam uel Rutherford.
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