
 

Abstract from Article 

THE COVENANTAL BASIS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF SWISS POLITICAL FEDERALISM: 

1291-1848 

Baker, J W 

Published: Publius: The Journal of Federalism, 23 (1993), 19 and further. 

Abstract 

This study argues that the modern political philosophy of federalism is directly l inked to the Swiss 

Reformed idea of religious covenant, which was first formulated in the 1520s and 1530s by Heinrich 

Bullinger in Zurich. Bullinger’s concept of religious covenant had roots both in the Old Testament and in 

the early federal ideal and reality that had come out of the Swiss Middle Ages; it therefore had 

important social and political implications as well as theological meaning. During the sixteenth and 

early seventeenth centuries, this theological idea of federalism fed into and helped to create the 

modern political concept of federalism, especially in the thought of Phil l ipe Duplessis-Mornay and 

Johannes Althusius. Political federalism became a reality in the Constitution of the United States in the 

late eighteenth century. The Swiss federal Constitution of 1848 was instructed by the mature concept of 

political federalism, by the Constitution of the United States, and by the long tradition of Swiss 

federalism. All of these influences had some basis in the uniquely Swiss idea of religious covenant. 

Al l  content copyright © 2006 De Freitas & Raath. Al l  r ights reserved. No dupl icat ion is permitted in any form without 

obtaining pr ior  written consent from the authors. Please vis it  http://www.christ ianlaw.co.za for  addit ional abstracts and 

art ic les related to bibl ica l  pol i t ical  and constitut ional theory.  


